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COMMONWEALTH GAMES — WESTERN AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVES 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.02 am]: As a proud Western 
Australian, I have taken every available opportunity over the past week and a half to watch and listen to the 
achievements of our Western Australian Commonwealth Games representatives. We can take great pride in the 
fact that a record 40 athletes from our state were selected to represent Australia in India this year. WA has been 
represented across 14 sports on the games program. The local contingent includes one elite athlete with a 
disability in the sport of weightlifting.  

I was fortunate to be at the official team farewell recently and I took the opportunity to speak with some of 
Western Australia’s finest athletes. I was struck by not only their enthusiasm, but also, and more importantly, 
their focus. We should be tremendously proud of them, whatever their results. I know that our athletes would 
want to highlight the support they receive through the Western Australian Institute of Sport, so I acknowledge 
Steve Lawrence and his team, as well as the specialist staff who manage and operate sporting infrastructure 
around the state.  

I take this opportunity to highlight some of the outstanding results achieved by our athletes. In winning her 
fourth gold medal, Lauren Mitchell etched her name in the record book. She now shares the honour of being the 
most successful ever Commonwealth Games artistic gymnast. I have marvelled at the efforts of Cameron Meyer 
and Scott Sunderland, who have won five gold medals between them in the velodrome. Congratulations also go 
to Tommaso D’Orsogna and Blair Evans for their gold medals in the pool, and to our wonderful Hockeyroos, 
who maintained their position of world excellence by winning another gold medal last night. As much as we 
celebrate our gold medallists, congratulations also go to those athletes who have achieved silver and bronze 
medals and personal bests at these games. They should all be proud of their achievements. I took particular 
interest in the efforts of Kimberley Mickle, our pint-sized javelin thrower, who has shown incredible 
determination to recover from a career-threatening injury to claim a silver medal in her event. I am delighted to 
inform the house that, to date, the Western Australian contingent of the Australian team has won 22 gold, nine 
silver and two bronze medals, which represents Western Australia’s best ever return from a Commonwealth 
Games. I congratulate all the athletes, their coaches and support staff, and most importantly their families, for the 
sacrifices they have made to ensure that WA stands tall in the Australian Commonwealth Games community.  
 


